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BANK is thrilled to present “Melan+ Khole”, Liang Hao’s solo exhibition of recent work for Frieze LA.
Referencing the ancient Greek words means- Melan ‘black’ + kholé ‘bile,” an excess formerly believed
to cause depression, together form the etymology of ‘melancholy.” “Melan+ Khole” features Liang’s
hyper-realistic and psychologically charged oil paintings that have garnered critical acclaim worldwide.
This will mark the artist’s first solo exhibition in the US. This debut features oil paintings, gouache
sketches on paper, as well as objects of curiosity that inform both bodies of work and help to unpack
Liang’'s moody cerebral pictures.

Liang muses on the human hand as both a technical and expressive extension of the mind. He deploys
these hands to explore surreal tablescapes made of abstract materials and found objects. These
wandering hands are not aimed at concrete production but instead caress or confront objects with
gestures that evoke a mysterious, seductive tension. A blanket of laboratory light bathes the artist’s
hands as they move amongst mirrors, pearls, and bones, evoking infinite associations in the reflective
labyrinth of these illusionary spaces. Liang’'s canvasses teem with suspense and allude to the many
paradoxes that the hand beholds - power and submission, discovery and manipulation, creation and
destruction.

The two hands appear to stretch out from a world devoid of time, they move, but, in an uncanny fashion,
their movement morphs into eternity. They look familiar but do not completely belong to us. The owner of the
hands shrouds their identity in secrecy. This pair of hands reaches out to greet our eyes in such a manner,
gently caressing the realms of the sensorial, the concrete and the real with their distinct gestures.’

Other paintings depict piles of books at a 1:1 scale. The book-an object that the hand might
possess- in these depictions is devoid of the human. Instead, the still-life compositions form poetic
and prophetic alliances between objects and subjects. Here, the artist responds to literature and
art history. Quotations of paintings by Dutch painter Matthias Stom and Italian Renaissance artist
Jacopo de Barbari adorn the book’s cover or are folded into its pages, like a creased archive of time.
Combining the artist's preoccupation with the canvas’s dark background, Liang seeks to blur the
boundaries between center and periphery instead of revealing a flow and game — symmetry and
jurisprudence become elusive yet alluring ideals. At the same time, melancholy transforms into an
unexpected source of inspiration.

Liang Hao's work has been featured in exhibitions at major institutions such as the Pompidou X West
Bund Museum, Shanghai; the Togler Fine Arts Center, Virginia; The Shanghai Library; and the Times
Art Museum, Guangdong; Art OMI, New York; Daechumoo Fine Art, Korea; MinSheng Art Museum,
Shanghai; Today Art Museum, Beijing; Offshore Project Space, Iceland; and CAFA Art Museum, Beijing.
His recent solo exhibitions include “Doubled Bifurcation” at the He Art Museum, Guangdong, “Gesture
and Speech” at BANK, Shanghai, and a solo presentation at Frieze LA. Liang’s work is featured in the
notable collections of White Rabbit Museum, Australia; He Art Museum, China; Song Art Museum,
China; START Museum, China; CC Foundation, China; M-Art Foundation, Singapore; DC Collection,
Thailand; ASE Foundation, China, etc.

! Quotes from exhibition review by Li Jia
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Liang Hao (b. 1988, Guangdong Province) currently lives and works in Shanghai. He graduated from the Painting
Department of the Academy of Arts and Design at Tsinghua University, Beijing, in 2012. His practice focuses
on painting while extending to other media. He is interested in the dynamics between the hand, gaze and
mind, reconsidering the technicality of the hand and the affects that flow through it by constructing illusions of
technical production and making references to images in art history or texts.

His recent solo exhibitions include: “Doubled Bifurcation” (He Art Museum, Guangdong, 2023); “Gesture and
Speech” (BANK, Shanghai, 2023); “Present, Again” (Line Gallery, Beijing, 2022); “Unfolding into the Expanse”
(10 Chancery Lane Gallery, Hong Kong, 2020). His work has been exhibited in worldwide institutions that include
: West Bund Museum, Shanghai (2024); Torggler Fine Arts Center, Virginia, US (2024); Shanghai Library East
(2024); ASE Foundation, Shanghai (2024); Daechumoo Fine Art, Korea (2020); MinSheng Art Museum, Shanghai
(2018); Today Art Museum, Beijing (2016); CAFA Art Museum, Beijing (2016). His past artist residencies
include: Art OMI International Artist Residency (New York, 2016); Island Iceland Offshore Project (Seydisfjordur,
2015). His award nominations include: John Moores Painting Prize (2018, 2016). His work is in the following
prestigious collections: He Art Museum, China; White Rabbit Gallery, Sydney, Australia; Wemhoner Collection,
Germany; ASE Foundation, China; M Art Foundation, Singapore; DC Collection, Thailand; Song Art Museum,
Beijing, China; Cc Foundation, China and Start Museum, Shanghai, China.
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Liang Hao

Doubting Hand, 2024

Oil on linen mounted on wood panel
40 x 30 cm

15 3/4 x 11 3/4 inches

$ 7,800






Liang Hao

Graphic Knowledge NO.2, A Quote From Jacopo de Barbari, 2024
Oil on linen mounted on wood panel

40 x 30 cm

15 3/4 x 11 3/4 inches

$ 7,800






Liang Hao

Graphic Knowledge, A Quote From Jacopo de Barbari FE 941K, X1 Jacopo de Barbari 2495/ /1,
2024

Qil on linen mounted on wood panel

40 x 30 cm

15 3/4 x 11 3/4 inches

$ 7,800






Liang Hao

Tooth, 2024

Oil on linen mounted on wood panel
40 x 30 cm

15 3/4 x 11 3/4 inches

$ 7,800






Liang Hao

Melan+Hole, 2024

Oil on linen

180 x 140 cm

70 7/8 x 55 1/8 inches

$ 33,000






Liang Hao

Tooth and Cavity, 2024
Oil on linen

200 x 140 cm

78 3/4 x 55 1/8 inches

$ 35,000









Liang Hao

Bone, Bone, Pearl , 2024
Oil on linen

140 x 180 cm

551/8 x 70 7/8 inches

$ 33,000






Liang Hao

Octopus, 2024

Oil on linen

200 x 140 cm

78 3/4 x 55 1/8 inches

$ 35,000









Liang Hao

The Dark Side Surges, 2024
Oil on linen

180 x 140 cm

70 7/8 x 55 1/8 inches

$ 33,000






Liang Hao

Knife, 2022

Oil on linen

40 x 60 cm

15 3/4 x 23 5/8 inches

$ 10,500






Liang Hao

Cheese and Knife, 2022
Qil on linen

30 x40 cm

11 3/4 x 15 3/4 inches

$ 7,800
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Liang Hao

Untitled, 2022

Watercolor, ink on paper, and tape
29.5x 21 cm

11 5/8 x 8 1/4 inches

$ 3,900



Liang Hao

Untitled, 2023

Ink on paper
29.5x21 cm

11 5/8 x 8 1/4 inches

$ 3,900



Liang Hao

Untitled, 2021

Watercolor on Paper, parchment paper, and tape
21 x29.5cm

8 1/4 x 11 5/8 inches

$ 3,900



Liang Hao

Untitled, 2021

Watercolor and ink on paper
21 x29.5 cm

8 1/4 x 11 5/8 inches

$ 3,900



Liang Hao

Untitleed, 2022
Watercolor on paper
29.5x21 cm

11 5/8 x 8 1/4 inches

$ 3,900



Liang Hao

Untitled, 2022

Watercolor and ink on paper
29.5x21 cm

11 5/8 x 8 1/4 inches

$ 3,900



Liang Hao

Untitled, 2022

Watercolor on paper, parchment paper, and tape
29.5x 21 cm

11 5/8 x 8 1/4 inches

$ 3,900



Liang Hao

Untitled , 2022

Watercolor and ink on paper
21 x29.5cm

8 1/4 x 11 5/8 inches

$ 3,900



Education
BA. Painting. Tsinghua University. Beijing. China. 2012

Solo Exhibitions

2023 Doubled Bifurcation, He Art Museum, Guangdong, China

2023 Gesture and Speech. BANK. Shanghai. China

2022 Present, Again. Line Gallery. Beijing. China

2020 Unfolding into the Expanse. 10 Chancery Lane Gallery. Hong Kong. China
2019 A Kind of Gaze. Line Gallery. Hiart space. Shanghai. China

2017 Image and Hunting Ground. Line Gallery. Hiart Center. Beijing. China

Solo Projects

2021 A Thing of Beauty is a Joy Forever. postpost. Beijing. China
2019 A Painting. PLATE showcase. Beijing. China

2016 Art OMI OPEN. OMI. New York. US

Selected Group Exhibitions

2025 The Cloud Catcher. Perrotin. Shanghai. China

2024 Reflections: Surface and Substance. Torggler Fine Arts Center, Virginia, US
2024 A Cloud in Trousers: Painting Today. West Bund Museum. Shanghai. China
2024 Books As Art. Shanghai Library East. Shanghai. China

2024 Embodied Rituals. Times Museum. Guangdong. China

2023 By Virtue of Situated Compromise. ASE Collection. Shanghai. China

2023 TORSION FIELD. TORSION FIELD/ Mstudio. Beijing. China

2022 The Spring Breeze in February. Line Gallery. Beijing. China

2022 A Clean, Well-Lighted Place. Yuan Museum. Beijing. China

2021 It's a Joke. Arch Gallery. Changsha.China

2021 Love in the Dream.10 Chancery Lane Gallery. Hong Kong. China

2020 You Won Fair and Square. Daechumoo Fine Art. Korea

2020 Jungle. Line Gallery. Beijing. China

2020 Shifting Boundaries. WOOTON Gallery. Changsha.China

2018 John Moores Painting Prize. MinSheng Art Museum. Shanghai. China
2018 Vive le Travail. Ying Space. Beijing. China

2017 Wall Power. Today Art Museum. Beijing. China

2017 The World is Not Flat. Adelaide Festival Centre. Adelaide. Australia.

2016 The 3rd CAFA Biennial, Negotiating Space. CAFA Art Museum. Beijng. China
2016 IVY ART 2016. TianJing Museum. Tianjing. China

2016 John Moores Painting Prize. MinSheng Art Museum. Shanghai. China

2015 Global Impression. Berlin. Germany

2015 Island Iceland Offshore Project. Project Space. Seydisfjordur. Iceland

2015 Upstairs and Downstairs. Yuan Art Museum. Beijing. China

2015 Moving in time. CAFA Art Museum. Beijing. China

2014 As Soon as Bolt. ON SPACE. Beijing. China

2014 Pluck The Laurel-Chinese New Painting Award. Hi Art Center. Beijing. China
2014 Chao-Bai River Project. Chao-Bai River. Beijing. China

2012 The 3rd Exploring and Discovery New Artist Exhibition. Chinese Academy of Oil painting.Beijing. China
2012 Art Exhibition (oil painting) in Nanjing. JiangSu Museum of Art. Nanjing. China
2012 Eight Academy of Fine Arts Outstanding Graduation Exhibition.

2012 Museum of Xi An Academy of Fine Arts. Xi An. China

Awards, Residency & Scholarships

2018 Shortlist. John Moores Painting Prize

2016 Shortlist. John Moores Painting Prize

2016 Art OMI International Artists Residency. New York. US

2015 Island Iceland Offshore Project Artists Residency. Seydisfjordur. Iceland
2014 Shortlist. Pluck The Laurel --Chinese new painting Award

2012 Award of Merit. The 3ed Exploring and Discovery New Artist Award Shortlist.
2012 Art Exhibition (Oil Painting) in Nanjing. China

2012 The first prize. Tsinghua University Graduation Award

Publications
2016 JUST FISHING IN THE NATURE. Publishing Platform : tria. Zurich. Switzerland

Public Collection

White Rabbit Gallery, Sydney, Australia
Wemhéner Collection, Germany

Cc Foundation, Shanghai, China

ASE Foundation, China

M Art Foundation, China

Song Art Museum, Beijing, China

He Art Museum, Guangdong, China
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