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PRESENTATION DESCRIPTION

On the occasion of the 2024 edition of The Armory Show, Galerie Fabian Lang is 
delighted to present a solo booth with new works by Sarah Dwyer (b. 1974, Ireland, lives 
and works in London, UK). In her presentation, Dwyer creates a maze of new sculptures 
and paintings, inviting the public’s interaction by guiding the viewer through the space 
and engaging with the works that are on plinths, coming off the walls and creeping 
down onto the floor. Traditional exhibition roles between sculpture and paintings are 
subverted. Dwyer’s latest paintings move fluidly and inimitably between various 
languages of abstraction and figuration, creating an interstitial space between the two, 
at once definite and uncertain. A mixture of visceral markings, elemental shapes and 
gestural strokes, resting on multidimensional swathes of colour, coalesce into 
personalities, or amorphous, distorted limbs, heads or genitalia. Developed from life 
drawings, Dwyer reworks the figures on the canvas, over and over, editing them down, 
pushing and pulling the forms into shape. She is using her own abstract lexicon of mark 
making developed over a fifteen-year period, with a nod and a wink to the history of 
abstract figuration. She is taking the discourse she has developed in painting into 
experimental sculpture, using it in dialogue with the paintings and drawings, as in our 
presentation. The paintings surround a couple of multi-tiered plinths with a family of 
sculptures appearing to be precariously balanced on and off the plinths and the walls. 
Between figuration and abstraction, the relationship to the nature of the gestural sign 
and the line continues. The colourful sculptural works openly challenge traditional 
notions of monumentality and beauty. Bringing life drawing into her practice has 
allowed Dwyer, as she says, to recognise the vulnerability of her own body (and all our 
bodies) and what it means to be her, in an ever-changing female body that has at times 
had to go to war with itself.

ARTIST BIO

Sarah Dwyer (b. 1974, Ireland) lives and works in London. Drawing is at the heart of her 
process, often combined with painting, printmaking, and sculpture - reimagining the 
familiar through exuberant colour palettes and lively approaches to mark making. 
Incorporating both figurative and abstract imagery, her dynamic compositions are the 
result of processing her own surroundings and the human day-to-day experience, in 
addition to an indulgence in our desire for play. Recently, Dwyer has been included in 
'I’m Not Afraid of Ghosts' at Palazzo Tiepolo Passi, Venice, IT (2024). Sarah Dwyer’s first 
solo show with the gallery, 'Off Kilter', was held in 2023. The artist’s mid-career survey is 
set to open in 2025 and will tour several renowned Irish institutions.
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Sarah Dwyer
Feeding Dahlias, 2024
Oil pastel on linen
130 x 100 cm, 51.18 x 39.37 in.







Sarah Dwyer
Bungled Joy, 2024
Oil pastel on linen
130 x 100 cm, 51.18 x 39.37 in.







Sarah Dwyer
The Light Beyond the Breakfast Table, 2024 
Oil pastel on linen
220 x 190 cm, 80.31 x 72.83 in.







Sarah Dwyer
Downy Buds, 2024
Oil pastel on linen
120 x 150 cm, 47.24 x 59.06 in







Sarah Dwyer
Nobodys Fool, 2024
Oil pastel on linen
100 x 130 cm, 39.37 x 51.18 in.







Sarah Dwyer
Leaving the Dust of the Ceremony, 2024 
Oil pastel on linen
150 x 200 cm, 59.06 x 78.74 in.







Sarah Dwyer
Wife of a Postman , 2024 
Oil and oil pastel on linen 
140 x 170 cm, 55.12 x 66.93 in.







Sarah Dwyer
Pink Sky at Night, 2024
Glaze, engobe, earthenware, and jesmonite 
Top: 51 x 30 x 36 cm, 20.08 x 11.81 x 14.17 in.
Top right: 26 x 14 x 26 cm, 10.24 x 5.51 x 10.24 in. 
Middle: 25 x 19 x 18 cm, 9.84 x 7.48 x 7.09 in. 
Bottom right: 17 x 18 x 28 cm, 6.69 x 7.09 x 11.02 in. 
Bottom: 19 x 28 x 17 cm, 7.48 x 11.02 x 6.69 in.



















Sarah Dwyer
High Tide on the Western Bank, 2024
Glaze, engobe, and earthenware
29 x 47 x 27 cm, 11.42 x 18.5 x 10.63 in.









Sarah Dwyer
Compression and release angle, 2024 
Glaze, engobe, earthenware, and jesmonite 
49 x 40 x 34 cm, 19.29 x 15.75 x 13.39 in.








	Blank Page

